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and narrow Africa; the solid and compact dominion, from
Fargana to Aden, and from Tarsus to Surat, will spread on
every side to more than four months of a caravan's march,
over which ample space religion diffused a general uniformity.
The Koran, in its two grand divisions as a direction for this
world and the next, that is, as jurisprudence and theology,
was alike studied at Samarcand and at Seville, and the Moor
and the Hindu met as brother pilgrims at the Caaba.

Within fifty years of the Flight the Moslems who had pos-
sessed themselves of Egypt and Syria, appeared under the walls
of Constantinople ;  for the ships, which they then for the first
time employed, enabled them to pass through the unguarded
strait of the Hellespont    The spirit of the Romans was re-
kindled by their danger;  and the invaders met with so firm a
resistance, that, after a siege  almost as long as that of Troy,
they were obliged to relinquish their enterprise; and two sub-
sequent sieges, a century, and a century and a-half later,, had
no better success.    But their arms endangered Europe from
the side of Spain.    The weakness of France, the government
of which had fallen from the incompetent successors of Clovis,
and was shared by the Mayors of the palace in the north, and
by tributary vassals in the south, tempted the invaders.    After
a defeat under the walls of Toulouse, the Moslems re-passed
'[ the Pyrenees in greater force, and occupied the south from the
mouth of the Garonne to that of the Rhone.    Abdalrahman, a
victorious commander, who had been restored to the wishes of
the people and soldiers of Spain, adjudged to the obedience of
the prophet whatever yet remained of France or Europe, and
prepared to execute the sentence at the head of an overpower-
ing host    He passed, without opposition, the Garonne and the
Dordogne, but found beyond them the camp of the intrepid
Eudes, Duke of Aquitaine, who here sustained a second clef eat,
so fatal to the Christians, that, according to their own confession,
God alone could reckon the number of the slain. "A victorious
line of march," says Gibbon," had been prolonged above a thou-
sand miles, from the rock of Gibraltar to the banks of the
Loire: the repetition of an equal space would have carried the